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LN: Butrus-Ghali Views Missions, Budget “Crisis” 


102 44140296 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 
J4Apr MH p3 


Interview with UN Secretary General Butrus Butrus- 
Ghali by Andreas Unterberger: place and dale not given 
The Umed Natons Is Often Used as a Scapegoat | 


FBIS Transiatcd Text] [Unterberger] During the 
Bosnian crisis, one has often had the impression that 
you afte angry because the Europeans tned to shift 
responaimlity for the erras onto the United Nations. Is 
his impression correct’ 


Butrus<Ghal!} Yes. The Umed Nations ts often used as 
1 Mapegoal Py the member states, not only im Bosnia 
We have to acoept that 


Unterherger] Now NATO has assumed control of the 
peration in Bosnua. Thus, NATO wall also receive all 
the praise if the musston should turn out to he successful 


Butrus-<Ghali| No. no. First of all, the police m Bosnia 
s a UN operanon. Second, the United Nations ts 
respomsinle for taking care of the refugees. Third, it 
lcals with humanitaian issucs and human nights 


Unterherger|] These ae the most difficult tasks 


Butrus-<Ghalt! Yes, Put unfortunately they still exrst 
Moreover, 6.000 blue helmets have been stationed im 
casviern Slavoma. UN soldiers are also in Macedonma 
he Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 
FYROM) Thus, one cannot say that the United Nations 


is ngeT MUS the former Yugoslavia 


\roatians have sect a deadline for 
fhey want the territory back im two 


Unterherger| The 


J VV — — v hla 


— ve still have one and a half sears. Al 


oem «lo not really have any problems m castern 


Unterherger; What will happen if no consensus can be 


a te ved 


Butrus4ohali| We will have to hold negotiations and 
see what postion the UN Securtty Council adopts 


Lnterherger] Will regronal organizations like NATO 
play an moreasing role m mulitary operations within the 
ramework of the United Nations’ 


Butrus<Ghali| Not only regional, Put also ad-hoc of- 

ganizations, that ts, groups of countnes that decide to 

mtervene Just like om the Gulf war, mn Haiti, and now 
Bosna 


Lnaterhergct! The financial situation of the Unned 
Netooms 1s apparently very Pad 
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{Butrus-Ghahi] We are not only facing one crise 
leasi five that ave linked to cach other. The first 
the members owe the United Nations $+ n So 
we have a budget crisis: The General Asseminiy re 
the budget, which was to roman a las vow 


must now climatic programs of cmployees We ! 
almost achieved a solution. However. tos hy no ' 
easy. Third, ut has to be determined how 

member country must pay in a umilatcts 

U.S. Congress has reduced the US) contr? 
peacekeeping budget trom 41 to 28 petcc 


It os on the interest of the demoactatization of the | 
Nations, in the interest of a beticr Palance Petw, 
States to lower the maximum contriPut 

lot Palme suggested as carly a 20) years 
country should pay more than 18 of 20 pets \ 
ume, the reacuion of the United Stat 
because the larger US. contribution resulted 
influence. Now the United States is ready to acs 
but the other states ate agaist 1 


The fourth critical area us linked to that. 8 
curity Council be extended by two t 
lain Counties ate feady to Pay more tl they MW 
manent members of the UN Security Counc! f 
administrative reform must he carried out Some. 
ines, including the United States, make i 4 pres 

for payments. Yet we are constantly workiny 

form 


(ine result of the crisis ts that we Sorrow 


moncy from the Countries that participate in pe , 
ing operations. We already owe them a! 3 
millon 


[Unterherger] To what extent will the otis 
UN presence in Vienna’ 


[Butrus-Ghali! it wall mot affect rts 
tainly the work of the Untied Nations We 
reduced the number of employees in sumer 
vavons. However, if | want to climenate one 
costs between STODLOOD and $$) Solon 


[Unterherger] Thus, you do not support pr 
gesting that the three UN headquarters in Crone 
enna, and New York should he reduced | 


{'Butrus-<Ghali} We do not only have thes 
quarters. We have numerous offices in other towns 
United Nations i Aa UNIVeETSal manizatiot TY 
normal for the United Nations to he pres 

parts of the world 


[Unterherger] Will st remain mwesent cvcryw! 
way’ 
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{Butrus-Ghali} Yes, | think so. In fact, nothing can 
happen without the approval of the member states. | 
do not beleve thal a majonty will advocate a reduction 
of the UN headquarters at the General Assembiy. 


[Unterberger] As far as the Securny Council 1s con- 
cerned, numerous proposals are under discussion. What 
is your personal opimon: What kind of reform can make 
the Security Council more efficient’ 


{Butrus-Ghali} Let us be practical: My personal view ts 
not significant. What is important is that the mayonty of 
member states agree that the Securny Council should 
be changed. | had hoped that this might be the case on 
the accasion of the SOth anniversary ov the founding of 
the United Nations (1995). Unfortunately, however, no 
agreement was reached 


(Unterberger] Will there be an agreement im the acar 
future’ 


{Butrus-Ghali] This is what | hoped for im the past 
However, I do not sce a quick solution 


(Unterberger] Do you expect more UN peacekeeping 
operations im the future. in view of the disapporntment 
that prevails because of the operations in Somalia and 
Bosnia’ 


{Butrus-Ghahi] Yes, they will continue. You mentioned 
two operations dunnag which we sulfcred scthacks. Why 
don't you mention those that were successful’? We were 
successful in Cambodia, in El Salvador, in Angola, 
and in Macedonia. We are now working in Guatemala. 
Even it Bosma, peacekeeping is not limited to Duc 
helmets. We are involved in the clearing of mines and 
in humanitarian aid. We take care of 2 million refugees. 


Peacekeeping no longer is what i used to be in its 
first generation — in Cyprus and the Golan Heights, 
for example. Now things hecome more difficult because 
we afe trying Wo integrate two armics that fought against 
each other, like Rename and Frelimo in Mozambique, 
hike in Angola, like in El Salvador 


We often help build hospitals, bridges, and roads. Thus, 
more than just peacekeeping is involved. A peace 
agreement cxuisted in Cyprus and the Golan Heights 
that had to be observed and that was respected by 
both sides. The UN troops were deployed between the 
two parues Now we are participating in numerous 
actions. In El Salvador, a police force must be newly 
established. In Cambodia, we even participated in the 
government. Seventy percent of our operations have 
nothing to do with ue helmets. We are more involved 
in Peacemaking than in peacekeeping 


| would lke to add that Austria is making a very 
importamt contribution to peacekeeping 
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(Unterberger| What io you think of a sccond term of 
office as UN secretary general’ 


{Butrus-Ghali| | have not yet made up my mond. I still 
have ume to form my opmmon. We must first find a 
soluvion to the financial crisis. 


(Unterberger] Is this a precondition” 


{{Butrus-Ghali! ht is not a precondition. The precond- 
tion as that the member states support mc. This ts the 
real probiem 


[Unterherger] Are you satisfied with Austria’s role in 
the Unsied Nations’ 


{Butrus-Ghali| | would like to convey special thanks to 
Austria for paying its contnbutvons punctually. it is a 
model for other countries that fail to do so. | febeve 
that the financial crisis 1s not really a financial crisis but 
merely a political one. Enther there is no willingness 
to pay, of, whal is even worse, indifference prevails 
The member states do not accord any significasee to the 
United Nations. Yet the United Nations ts an instrument 
that 1s at the disposal of the member states. They can 
use 1 or not. Actually, the contributions are a trifle. The 
sums are lower that what the fire brigade of the police 
in New York cost: $1.2 Dilhon. Those who do not pay 
this amount of who pay too little of too late show ther 
lack of interest 


[Unterberger] Do you interpret this as a return to the 
policy of unilateral actions in a world in which every 
country wants to solve its problems on its own’ 


{Butrus-Ghahi] This ts not a new probiem, but an old 
problem: Public opimon in the member states is not 
interested in forcign policy 


The aco-isolaionsm in the US. Congress is not only 
directed against the United Nations. It 1s also directed 
against the State Department. The same can also be 
observed in other countries. Foreign aid 1s being reduced 
everywhere because of domestic problems of because of 
an cconomac crisis, of hecause public oprmon demands 
that the problems in one’s country should be solved 
before dealing with poverty w Africa or Asia 


(Unterherger] This is a danger for the future of the 
world 


{Butrus-Ghali| Certainly. It is one of the tasks of the 
United Nations to maimtain awareness of the signifi. 
cance of international relations. One must clearly tel! the 
public that we are increasingly coafronted with global 
problems. In other words: We will not he able to setile 
the national problems if we do not solve the itcrna- 
tional ones. One must take inte consideration the fol 
lowing: Burundi's problems can also have an impact on 
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one’s Own security, even though this ts not casy to cx- 
plain. 


1 would also like to mention the social acuvities 07 the 
United Nauons, the senes of international conferences 
08 population, on social development, on cavironmental 
issues, and the Habitat conference im Istanbul in June. 
These conferences are to develop new guidelines for 
imernational economic Cooperation 


NATO: Solana Wants Greater Effort To Rebuild 
Bosnia 


BR2304121396 Madrid EFE im Spanish 
1425 GMT 22 Apr % 


[Unattributed report: “Alliance Calls for Final Eftort To 
Conclude Peace Process” | 


[FBIS Translated Text] Brussels, 22 Apr (EFE) — 
NATO called today, Monday, for a ‘final effort” by 
the imternational community to be able to conclude 
successfully the peace process im Bosma and take 
advantage of the great resulis of the international forces 
for the implementation of the peace agreement (TPOR) 


Four months since ‘he beginning of the IPFOR forces” 
deployment, and at a ume when all the steps in the 
peace process envisaged for the present have been 
taken, allied Secretary General Jesicr Solana proposed 
“maintaining the positive momentum” to complete the 
country’s pacification and rebuilding 


Solana announced that the quartermg of heavy weapons 
and the mulitary forces in Bosnia-Herzegovina envis- 
aged in the Dayton (United States) agreement, which is 
an “essential part of the peace process, has been car- 
ned out “in general 


The implementation of this port is “an important 
confidence- building measure, which icads to “a new 
crucial stage of transition toward peace, im which the 
legislative elections, which should be held before mid- 


September, will take place, he stated 


The allied leader called for a greater international 
commument to accelerate Bosmia’s rebuilding, taking 
advantage of [PFOR's successes in its basic mission — 
observance of the peace agreements and the separation 
of warring parties — and in the secondary mission — 
the restoration of the country’s basic infrastructures 


Solana and General George Joulwan, commander of the 
allied forces in Europe. recalled the constant work of the 
60,000 [FOR servicemen with the civilian reconstruc: 
on organizations, the reopening of roads and bridges. 
the setting up of medical teams. and numerous activities 
to ‘sumulate civilan life 
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“What we have done since 20 December (when the 
deployment began), 1s very important. Al icast 400 
mulitary personne! are working constantly with the 
civilian agencies,” Gen. Joulwan emphasized 


But the IFOR's work “will not fe cnough. warned 
Solana, who called for a greater international Commut- 
ment to rebuilding in order to house and offer prospects 
to the demotilized soldiers and the refugees, who are 
beginning to return to take past in the clecuions 


it 1s estumated that the demobilized military personnc! 
alone will be a munimurr of 250,000, although the figure 
could increase to 300,000 peopic, while the number of 


refugees is several million 


In these curcumstances, Solana cupressed satisfaction 
at the recent agreement reached in Brussels Py the 
conference of donors for rebuilding, which decwded to 
hand over the $1.23 billhon (154 billion povetas) needed 
for this year’s projects, but calles for more cflorts to 
establish peace finally in the country 


“The clections will be crucial” im this part of the 
peace process, and we are “im a crucial period” for the 
community to be able fully to support them and for the 
clecuions to take piace freely and democratically, stated 
Solana, who emphasized that the peacekeeping force 
will ensure that they are held ‘safely 


The IFOR troops will continue to supervise peacckeep- 
ing. and will complete the concentration in guarded 
stockpiles of the few heavy weapons which have not 
yet been handed over 


This step, which is a crucial stage in the peace process 
and should have ended last Thursday, 1s virtually at an 
end and is moving toward its total completion, Gen 
Joulwan asserted 


The quartering in demohilization centers guarded by the 
imteriational forces for the implementation of the peace 
agreement in Bosmia (IFOR) “has been carried out on 
general” in tanks and artillery, and there have only been 
some problems with portable antiaircraft missiles and 
mortars, he added 


Last week, IPFOR servicemen confixated from the 
Bosnian Serbs over 80 SAM-7 portable antiaircraft 
missiles which had not heen handed over a month ago 
at the agreed checkpoint, and so the peacekeeping force 
announced that 1 would destroy them 
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NATO: Solana Expects Extraditions To Improve 
With New Leadership 

8R23046121696 Madnd EFE in Spanish 

1532 GMT 22 Apr %6 


(Unattnbuted report: “Solana Believes Elections Will 
Favor Exvadiwon of Karadzic and Miadic™) 


(FBIS Translated Text] Brussels, 26 Feb (EFE) — 
NATO Secretary General Jawer Solana indicated today 
(Monday) that the ncw Bosnian authorities to emerge 
from the planned ciecuens will facilitate the extradmon 
of war crime suspects, parucularly of 2adovan Maradzic 
and Ratko Miadic. 


Solana recalled that the Dayton (Unsed States) peace 
agreements regal the Countrics in the arca as being 
mainly responsibic for handing over suspects to the UN 
Tribunal in The Hague, where war crimes committed in 
former Yugoslavia are being jpudged 


The two most notormous suspects are Bosman Serb 
leader Radovan Karadzic and his military chief Ratko 
Miadic, for whom atrest warrants have been issued but 
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who, up unul now, have been moving frecly im the 
termiory they control. 


Wah regard to these two cases, Solana trusts that the 
new Bosman Serb leaders to emerge from the clecons 
— which must be held before mid-September — will 
facilitate thew extradivon. 


“After the electoral process, there must be new icadcrs 
who look forw=r1d to the future, not to the past. he 


explained. 


Although both Karadzic and Miadx have repeatedly 
crossed checkpoints held by [FOR troops. Solana as- 
serted thal “we are doing everytung we can, within the 
bounds of possitulity” to arrest the suspects wanted by 
the UN Tribunal in The Hague 


“We have very good relations with the tnbunal, Solana 
concluded, recalling the support given by the peace- 
keeping mulunavonal troops to the investigation into 
the Srebenica mass graves, where the Bosman Ser 
may have burned the bodies of several thousand peopic 
murdered during thew summer offensive last year 
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EL: Scientists Discus ‘Reorientation’ of Research 
Policy 
AU220414409% Vienna DER STANDARD ion German 


22 Apr % p2 
[Report by Heide Korn: “ Scoentusts Advocate Correction 
of EU Research Policy| 


(PBIS Translated Teat! Vienna/Ducrastiern — Decision- 
making bodies im the sphere of European sceence are 
convening in Duernstein in Lower Austna until Tuesday 
[23 April] to give the EU research policy a new direc- 
von: They advocate a transition from suPsadies to invest- 
ment. The 37 nongoveramental scocntific organizations 
of the EU countries, including the Austrian fund for the 
promotion of scientific research, which are united in the 
EUROHORCS (EU Research Organizations, Head of 
Research Councils), ave holding thew general assembly 
for the first ume in Austria 


“Because Brussels is interfcring to an increasing extent 
im asec rescarch, we afc also intericring a litic, 
EUROHORCS President Wolfgang Fruchwald stated 
al a news conference in Vienna on Foday. Frochwald 
secs Opportunities for a Course correction. “Afier all, 90 
percent of all subsidies provided by the EU countries 
awe allocated by EUROHMORCS members and not by 
Brussels” 


According to Fruchwald, the research policy of the EU 
has two tasks: One the one hand, the rescarch level 
of the smaller countries should be increased and, on 
the other, Europe must he strengthened i competition 
with Asia and the United States. The first goal has been 
achieved, but, unfortunatcly, not the second, particu- 
larly Recause of the indiscriminate promotion of ailing 
industrial sectors. Instead of indiscnmnate promotion, 
Europe needs a ‘task force.” In arcas where it is strong, 
in Motechnology of high-energy physics. for instance. 
it must hecome even stronger 


EUROHORCS views the formulation of common pos- 
tons on cuisting probiems, on growing pu pressure 
on hase research this tome, and providing advice to the 
research munisters as tts si ategnc tasks 


If the desired reonentation should not take place, the 
scientific organizations want to estaMish a research 
nctwork out of thei own resources, independent of the 
EU. Europe's ‘last lead” ts the quality of the traming 
of ts workforce. This must he ensured on the basis of 
universities that are assigned sufficient funds 


Every state should spend approumately § percent of its 
GDP ( Austria spends | 6 percent at present) on research, 
but the Australia model” is also conceivate. There. 
every student must pay Pack a quarter of his traming 
costs within \) years. In thes way, the system can partly 
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finance uscif. What we do not want us that the Brosh 
model is introduced in the rest of Europe, Frochwaid 
stressed. There, every sum that ts transferred to Brusscls 
for research is bemg deducted from national rescact. 


projects 


EU: Kinkel Sees No Alternative te Dialogue Vath 
Iran 


AU2304110396 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
im German 23 Apr 9 py 


[Repon by “old 
Woth tran’} 


[FBIS Translated Excerm] Luacm hourg — The EU 
Males want to Continue the politica. dialoguc with Iran 
There 1s no alternative to thes policy, FRG Foreign Min- 
iter Klavs Konkel stated dunnag a mecting with hus EU 
colleagues in Luxembourg. According to the muntster’s 
words, the FRG Goverament pariculatly wants to e1- 
crt an influence, so that Tehran will assume a positive 
attrtude toward the Middle East peace process. Iran is 
to make tt clear that 1 dissaciates teelf from the sup- 
port of terrorist groups. This alse includes the support 
of the pro-lraman Hizhallah in Lebanon. The lraman 
Government also has to recogmize the Palestiman Au- 
tonomy Authority as the legitimate representatiw of the 
Palestimans. Iran must do a lot to again improve rela- 
toms with the European states, Kinkel sand. He adrrutied 
that in (he current efforts for a cease-fire in Lebanon the 
Germans can only take over a limited tole as diplomatx 
mediators. This results from Germany's special respon. 
situlity toward Istraci, he sand. [passage omitted] 


EU Wants To Continue Dialogue 


EU Foreign Ministers Divided Over French Middle 
bast Role 

BR2404140996 Brussels LA LIBRE BELGIQUT 
imFrench JI Apr pd 

[Report by Christophe Lamfalussy “France Is There. 
So Let ht Stay") 


[FBIS Translated Text) Luxembourg — Taken by 
surprise by the French omutiative refusing to allow the 
Americans to go tt alone in the Middle East. the EU's 
1S foreagn monisters suppor all diplomatic efforts to put 
an end to the fighting in south Lehanon and refrained 
im Lusembourg on Poday [19 April] trom opening up 
a therd way 


Ne Red Card 


When there afte to many cooks f difficult to 
prepare the sauce, the current EU prewdent, Maly's 
Susanna Agnelli. admitted yesterday on her return from 
the region. In addition to oMamimng a cease-fire her 
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poacipal wm is to oftan a lasting agreement which 
will guaranice Israc!’s sccurtty and preserve Lebanon's 


sovereignty 


Despite the absence of Herve de Charctic, who remained 
m Damascus, France has not received the rod cad 
from Luxembourg as the EU members believe that all 
imlustives must he encouraged, indeed even adhered Ww. 
m order to bring pressure to bea on both Israc! and the 
Arab countroes 


“The Americans say that they ae on thew backyard. That 
is not truc. The Europeans can also play a role, Belgian 
Foreign Minister Enk Derycke sated 


Amerikan Viediation 


Wah so acw mussion for the European worka, France 
is ensuring the de facto EU presidency im the field, a 
fast welcomed by France's European Affairs Minister 
Miche! Barner who heheves Mr. de Charette 1s thinking 
of “Europe and its place in the world 
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Great Brtam and Gormany Packed the final prew 
release even if thew preference was foe US. mediation 
alone. The West has played 4 much too disparate role to 
he cliccuve, stated Brush Foreign Secretary Malcolm 
Riflund. The pian oOomrg from 4 s=perpewc such as 
the United States presents “the fest opportunity to get 
all the patics moving. added German Foreagn Minisicr 
Kiaus Kinke! 


Tehran 


in return, Germany, a trading pattncr of Iran, oMancd 
from the European Union an undertaking © Continuc 
diplomatic telavons with Tehran. But the “critical d- 
aloguc” intiated by the EU countries with the United 
States’ long-standing cacmy will coman “more crm- 
cum and less dialoguc, Mrs Agacth waned 
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Austria: Miegal immigrants From Iraq, Iran on 
increase 

AULSOGISOM Vienna NLUE KRONEN-ZEIIUN ; 
m German 24 Apr pli 


[Report by Exch Schocnaucr and Kar! Kramer: “An 
lnctcaseng Number of rage. Iranians. and Afghans Arc 
Crosseng the Border Micgally | 


[FBIS Translated Text] In the past seven works, 631 
people trying to cross the border from Hungary imte 
Austia ticgally were Caught. What ws strikeng ts that 
the mamly refugees trom the former Yu- 
goslavia end Romania who were dctancd, hut now the 
gumitcer of lragis. lramans. and Afghans ts mcrcaung 


AUSTRIA 


4 


lavesugaices specializing i the hght apa! tcrrnnm 
tcar that thes group ought also include Kurdish activists 
or “pomicss Alghan trocdom hghtcrs who wc scm | 
Europe to wast for operations. Even though comtrol mca 
sures at the border wsth Hungary have heen tighticncd 
the 480 border polcemesn cannat ensure Compicte Com 
tol. Lawt week, 99 illegal imemgrants were wrested 
Most of "sem ate transported to Austria Py gangs of 
the Russ.in mafia from Ukranc to Hungay and trom 
there to Austria. Imtcnor Minstry offacal Matvika stated 
There have been talks woth Hungary to morcae pe 
hoe Cooperaon. Last yea, a total of 3S poopie were 
caugm, hut Hungary took only 1.100 of them hack 
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. NETHERLANDS 


Netheriand«: Van Mierte Views Relations With 
(Cermany 

AUD 30612476 Masach SUEDDEUTSCHE ZHITUNG 
m German 23 AprW pik 


fimernew wth Dutch Foreign Minter Hans van 
wherio by Viola Scheaz. place and date not given Fa 
More a Common Than Assumed”| 


{FBIS Transiated Text} [Schenz] How would you cha- 
tere the preset rclavom fetween Bonn and The 
Haguc’ 

[Van Micrio] The official relavoms between our coun- 
tees we cucelicnt and they also were cuceticnt mm the 
past few decades. The same applics to many close con- 
accuoms hetwoen the people and imstitutioms Meyond the 
national horders. | think that thes sade ts far more umpor- 
tant and, to come back to your gucstion, shove all more 
characteristx of our tclabons than acgative attstudes and 
resentment, which sull curst, particularty among Nether- 
landers who do not have capenences of thew own with 
today's Germany and its inhattants 


[Schenz} The first German-Dutch conference has just 
ended. ts goal ts the improvement of the relations 
hetween the two countries. However, what is the use 
of such a mecting of cuperts who we largely of the 
same opimion anyway when the Clingendaci Study, 
to which you have just referred, showed af the same 
ume that the people in the Netherlands stil] have mised 
feelings toward the Germans’ 


[Van Micrio] On the one hand, tus conference is a 
mecung of caperts and. on the other, the participants 
come from all fields of life and discuss topics that ae 
importam for both countries. This year, one of them 
was the integration of foreigners I was an occasion 
for a thorough exchange of views and showed that our 
countnes have fav more in common than it was perhaps 
assuined 


[Schenz] And how do you want to pubcize” thes 
common things and the Pasi wea of the conference’ 


[Van Mierlo} As far as the Netherlanders’ attitude 
toward thew German neighbors 1s concerned, the latest 
polls have illustrated « departure from the ‘mixed 
feelings” that the Clingendac! Study aswertamed im 1994 
bh would still he too carly to say that thes ts a direct 
comeguence of the efforts of the two governments for 
hettcr mutual understanding. However, meetings like 
that promote, of course, such a trend 


[Schenz} Helmut Koh! has developed into a champion 
of the wea of a European federal state Many aeighhors 
of Germany regard this as the confirmation of ther fears 
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tha Germany wants to dommnatc Europe's micgration 
Are there also such tears on The Hague’ 


[Van Micrio] No, certamnly not. The fact that Chancelhe 
Kobl is advocaimp pent wetitupem m the EU sw 
vehemently tat more rematiatic hoc wusc the bs not 
cuMomary for governments of powerful statics 


{Schenz] That is to say. you support thes advance’ 


[Var Micrio] Germany plays a trailMasing role m the 
developmen of a punt Europe and ut also stands by ots 


respomsiPulsty 


[Schenz] The Netheriands pursucs a lheral drug policy 
Thes has post resulted wm differences woth France. Do 
you regard ut as a signal that the Dutch policy will have 
to be sacnficed to a umform European one scmmctime’ 


[Van Micro] We do not clasa thal ae have found the 
solubon to the proficems of drug abuse, bul we have 
a lows tate of Grug adducts, drug dcattn. and HIV 
infections m commection wrth drug abuse than any other 
comparadic country. The drug commusssoners of several 
German lacnder have ust ascertained that. However, we 
know that we do not live on an island and thal we have 
© Cooperak openly with our EU partners mm wveral 
fields on a Europe with open borders 


[Schenz] Is European Econom and Monetary Union 
[EMU] concervaic without the Netheriands ’ 


[Van Mierlo}] Theoretically, one could speculate shout 
whether EMU could get along without the Netherlands 
However, as Dutch foreigr munister, | preter to stick to 
the facts. Our government is firmly comvenced that we 
will qualify for EMU mm 1999. Parucopation is decisive 
for our ecovomac and political future 


Netherlands: Van Mierlo Raives Human Rights 
With Vien Qichen 

BRI20461 500% Ameaerdam DI VOLKSKRANT 
in Dutch 22 Apr ps 


[Unattnbuted report Van Mierke Discusses Human 
Rights With Qhan Qichen | 


[PRIS Translated Text) Foreign Minister Ven Mierlo 
cupressly raed the neue of human nights during he 
meeting with his Chinese counterpatt, Qian Gachen 


(on Saturday the two munisters had a moetrag wn Wave 
hawt which lasted over one and a half hours The Chy 
nese minister had primarily come to the Netherlands to 
meet Gi bis US. counterpart, Christopher 


Van Mierlo sand be mentioned the names of eeveral 
Chinese who ae in prison Tt is a touchy meue Nec ae 
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in Dutch 23 Apr % p7 


[Unatwibuted report: “Van Mierlo: “Croatia Not in 
Council of Europe Yet. CoE" ] 


[PBIS Translated Text) Luxembourg — As far as the 
Netherlands is concerned, Croatia cannot join the Coun- 
cil of Europe for the time being. Foreign Minister Van 


NETHERLANDS 


Mierlo Gunks the Country 6 eat me 
yet 


The former Yugoslav repubiac us vulacratic. The m.as- 
ter, who will be wissteng Zagreh and Bowma ocx: work 
beleves the country could shp back inte 2 
any ume 


He told bis European counterpets in Luucmbhourg the! 
once Croatia has been admuticd to the Counc! of 
Europe, ut will be more difficult to cucti pressure on 
the country’s authormes. The Council must decade on 
Creata’s possitic atmuswon im carly May 


The Council of Europe is an orgamzation of European 
Counuies which cooperate m the social, coomom« 
and cultural ficlds. Military cooperavon 1 out of the 
question. Russia has recently saned the Council 


The mamisters demanded guatanices from the authorities 
im Mostar fox the safcty of the acw European adit nis- 
trator, Spaniard Ricardo Perez Casado. His predecessor 
Germany's Hans Koschnick, left ahead of schedule be 
Cause he was attacked by angry Croatians. The Germats 
want "he perpetrators to be prosecuted, am’ are demand- 
img (he ousting of the Croatian mayor who is held re 
spoms We for the violence. The ministers will only de- 
cide of a possible extension of European adminestr ation 
when these guarantees have been given, and after clev- 
tions have heen held on 41 May. The mandate cupires 
in June 





repent may ccmtann 


material ( opv ing ae! dissern inet, 


copyrg tied 
Le proieted evthow! perm.sen of the copyrgit cener 








10 UNITED KINGDOM 


UK: Greece’s Simitis, Major Make Statements 
After Meeting 

NC2304185896 Athens ET-i Television Network 
in Greek 1800 GMT 23 Apr 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Prime Minister Konstandinos 
Simius described as useful and fruitful his mecting and 
talks with British Prime Minister John Major. The prime 
minister carlie; met Labour Party Chairman Tony Bi.di. 
London correspondent Lambis Tsingotakis has a report 


[Begin recording) [Tsirigotakis} The meeting between 
the two prime minisiers in Downing Street today was 
without an agenda, something that may have given the 
two sides the chance to raise the issues thal concern 
them most. 

The prime minister's first visit to Downing Street 
was warmly welcomed. During the talks Simitis was 
accompanied by Alternate Foreign Minister Yeoryios 
Romaios, Ambassador Filon, and Greek Ambassador in 
minister was Malcolm Rifkind, the British secretary 
of state for foreign affairs. The Greek side mainly 
relations and the Cyprus issue, relating these to the EU 
joint policy. Major gave priority to Europe, where he has 
problems and is looking for his EU partners’ support. 
British beef was discussed. The British Government is 
currently fighting a battle on behalf of its economy to 
lift the EU ban on British beef exports. 

[Major in English) I just want to say how much | 
welcomed the prime minister's visit here in Downing 


Street today and I very much welcomed him into 
his new responsibilities. We had the opportunity this 
afternoon of a fairly ing discussion. The 


i 
é 
. 
: 


| 
f 
f 
=a 
‘3 
t 
ge 


SER REE 

4 
HH 
if 
i 
3 


FBIS-WEU-96-080 
24 April 1996 


work together and to find solutions to al] problems. fend 
recording} 

UK: Greece's Simitis News Conference After Talks 
With Major 


NC2304202396 Athens ET-1 Television Network 
in Greek 1750 GMT 23 Apr 96 


[News conference by Greek Prime Minister Konstandi- 
nos Simitis in London following a meeting with Briush 
Prime Minister John Major— live] 


FBIS Translated Excerpt) [passage omitted} Ladies and 
Gentlemen, today I had a very useful and interestung 
mecung with Prime Minister John Major. The mecting 
took place in a very good atmosphere. Out goal was to 
inform the British Government of the Greek positions 
on a series of problems, to listen to its reactions, and 
find out whether there can be cooperation, joint aims, 
and positions that are similar in parucular areas. The 
‘ssues we discussed were Greek-British relations, EU 
issues and a revision of the Maastricht convention, the 
Balkans, Turkish claims against Greece, the Cyprus 
issue, and other secondary issues, like tounsm and beef. 


Concerning Greek-Britsh relations, we assessed that 
they are good but need development. Imporiant steps 
should be taken. One area in which important steps can 
be taken is technological and cultural cooperation. 


Concerning the Balkans, we agree that action is needed, 
which will promote regional peace and stability. We 
briefed the British Government on our initiatives con- 
cerning Albania, Skopje [The Former Yugoslav Repub- 
lic of Macedonia, FYROM], Romania, and Bulgaria. 
We discussed developments concerning the Dayton Ac- 
cord. We discovered that while things are going well 
from a military point of view, there are still many uncer- 
tainues, including on whether the political agreements 
will be applied. 


On EU issues, it is known that Great Britain and Greece 
have different approaches concerning the Maastricht 
convention's revision. Greece believes the EU model 
must take on a federal form, while Great Britain 
supports intergovernmental cooperation. But we learned 
that concerning foreign policy and defense issues, the 
principle of unanimity must prevail, with stipulations 
concerning the defense of cach country’s vital interests. 


As for economic and monetary union, we saw thal 
there are issues that are open, especially on the way 
the economic and monetary union will develop, since 
some countries will participate and others will not. The 
issues must be discussed and solutions must be found 
so that no Competition exists between the countnes that 
will participate and those that will not. 





ee ee ee 7 


ry without 


eaten of Ge 

















FBIS-WEU-96-080 
24 April 1996 


Concerning beef, an issue for the EU, Greece agreed 
with the procedure proposed by Great Britain: thai 
scientific findings are presenied again to the relevant 
EU committees and thal they ae cxamined by these 
committees and cach country’s representatives. Greece 
will make its decision based on these facts and bearing 
in mund the consumers” protection. This 1s our principle. 


Concerning relations between Greece and Turkey, we 
stressed that Turkish claims concermng Imia constitute 
an escalation that is unacceptable. The rules of inter- 
national law and existing regulations must prevail, the 
threat of violence or the use of violence must not be ac- 
cepted, and Turkey must refer to the International Court 
at The Hague, since it is making claims. As John Major 
said after the talks, Great Britain agreed that the solu- 
tion to the Imia issue lies in recourse to the International 
Court at The Hague. 


Referring to the Cyprus issue, we stressed that it has 
gone on for years, as wc are all well aware. Because of 
this mitiatives for a solution are required. Great Britain 
plays an importan: role in this issue so i must get 
interested in it. Major stressed that they feel this issuc 
has gone on for years and initiatives are needed for a 
Cyprus solution, even more so now that negotiations for 
Cyprus’ EU accession will begin. As Major said, this 
issue Must be resolved. 


As far as issues concerning Greece we concerned, 
Great Britain showed a positive acceptance of our 
positions. | belheve that on this basis we can build better 


cooperation. 


UK: Major Attacks British Critics of European 
Union 

1.D2404095196 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 

in English 0923 GMT 24 Apr 9% 


[By Alan Jones, Industrial Correspondent) 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Prime Minister today 
launched a fierce defence of Europe, attacking critics 
as living in “cloud~<uckoo-land”. 


In a swipe at anti-Europeans, John Major said it 
was little wonder the European Union had become 


unpopular 


He told the Institute of Directors annual convention in 
London that many people had ponrayed Europe in only 
the most negauve terms, playing up every frustration, 
often inaccurately “and ignoring benefits”. 


“We are in Europe and we all know we are staying 
in Europe.” he told an audience of more than 2,000 
busiress leaders 


UNITED KINGDOM u1 


Anyone who senously beheved Britain should leave 
Europe should explain what the impact would be on 
inward investment, which accounts for 750,000 jobs in 
manufacturing and say how the City would be affected. 


“Some suggest we could just negotiate a wading rela- 
uonship with Europe. Bul frankly, the wea thai if we 
were outside the EU we could somehow become a trad- 
ing haven on the edge of Europe with all the bene- 
fits of that vital market of 370 million, while others fix 
the rules without any regard at all to our national self- 
imerest, 1s Cloud-cuckoo-land. 


“This country is ap internauonal trading nation - i ts 
not a inthe England and must never become so.” 


Mr Major made it clear Britain was staying in Europe. 
But he admitted people did have concerns about the 
Union and he attacked some politicians for having a 
pohtcal agenda of greater integration. 


Mr Major said he was not prepared to accept measures 
trom Europe which were not in Britain's interest. 


‘If it tsnt in our interests, | won't agree. | will pust say 
No.” 


But the Prime Minister said he did not seck confronta- 
tion with Europe, preferring to negotiate insicad. 


“There are things that we don't like about Europe, but 
we must fight them on the arguments - not on the basis 
of stereotypes or slogans.” 


Mr Mayor said although there were many things in 
Europe he would like to change, there was a lot which 
helped Britain. 


Europe must take into account the national interests of 
member states, and Mr Major said he was prepared to 
“stand his ground” and not follow Europe if it benefited 
Britain. 


He added: “The Europe that evolves will be flexible, 
and will need to he, to recognise and accommodate our 
national interests and beliefs as well as their's” 


Mr Major sand Europe had been “the great explosive 
issuc” of British politics for the last 0 years, with 
members of all political parties questioning the beneiits 
of belonging to the EU. 


He said he waderstood the concerns and frustrations that 
led to that questioning but he preferred to dwell on the 
‘hard-headed bencfits” that Britain has gained over the 


years 


He asked whether Briain would be taken more senously 
in the wider world if it left the EU. 
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UK: Paisley Demands Forum Meet Before 10 Jun 
Talks 


MS2 304121496 Belfas BELFAST TELEGRAPH 
im English 22 Apr % pi 


[Report by Mark Simpson: “DUP Rocks Talks Plans”] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Plans for round-table negoua- 
uons on June 10 were rocked today by a DUP [Demo- 
cratic Unsontst Party] warning that it would stay away 
from the talks unless the new forum met first. 


lan Paisicy 1s unhappy at indications that the 110- 
member forum will not begin its sessions until after the 
negotiations start on June 10. 


The DUP Icader said his party would not tolerate 
this and he warned Sw Patrick Mayhew not to delay 
mectings of the forum. 


I would suggest to him that that would be one reason 
why the negotiators from the umonist side will not be 
responding to June 10, said Mr Paisicy at a Press 
conference in cast Belfast today. 


“After all, you can't have negotiators until they are 
clected and yet he is going to say “no, forget about your 
election and go back to the pre-clecuon day and bring 
your negotiators here on June 10.°" 


Mr Paisicy's deputy Peter Robinson MP, said the forum 
was the clement of democracy in the whole system and 
should not be under- played. 


With the clecuion to the forum and the negotiations 
less than six weeks away MPs were set for an all- 
night session today as ministers sought to speed the new 
legislation through the Commons. 


The DUP. Ulster Unionists and the SDLP [Social 
Democratic Labour Party] are all trying to amend the 
Bill. 


One of the DUP amendments calls for the forum to be 
included in the title of the Bill. The party also wants a 
statutory requirement that the elected body meets within 
seven days of the May 4 poll. 

The DUP wants strict guidelines on who can stand in 
the elecuon. 


UK: Ulster Unionist Deputy Urges MP's To Avoid 
Forum 

MS2 304124596 Belfast BELFAST TELEGRAPH 

in English 22 Apr 96 p4 

[Report by Mark Simpson: “Avoid Forum, Taylor Tells 
MP's} 

[FBIS Transcribed Text) Ulster Unionist deputy leader 
John Taylor said today most of his fellow MPs [mem- 
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bers of Parliament] should stay away from the ocw 
elected forum. 


The Strangford MP also believes that the party » MEP 
[Member of European Pathament), Jim Nicholson 
should avoid the 110-member clected body 


Mr Taylor said: “Most MPs and our one MEP will re- 
quire to concentrate upon thew work in the Westnunsicr 
and European Parliaments as it is essential that the UUP 
[Ulster Unionist Party] maintain proper and full-time 
representation of their Constitucats in t..ose parliaments 


“Only in exceptional cases should ths principle be 
breached. 


“Therefore, a great responsibility rests with the Unionist 
consutuency associations to sclect candidates with the 
necessary expertise and skill and cxpericnce in the 

that they will be negotiating the future of 
Northern Ireland with the UK government: the Insh 


government, and the representatives of Irish nationalism 
from within Northern Ireland” 


Mr Taylor did not say whether he would he among 
the select few MPs who he believes should contest the 
election. 


What he did say was that the poll was the mos! 
important in the province since 1921. 


The DUP (Democratic Unionist Party) is also on an 
election footing and has drawn up more than W 
amendments to the elections hill currently bere debated 
in Parliament. 


The party is unhappy with a range of matters, including 
the “topping up’ process in the clection whereby an ext 
20 seats in the forum are distributed, two cach, to the 
top 10 parties. 

An amendment tabled by Peter Robinson MP calls for 


the top three parties to gain three extra seats, the nex 
four to get two extra seats, and the next three to pet one 


Mr Robinson said today that the series of amendments 
were intended to “democratise a rigged process 


UK: Adams ‘Convinced’ Peace Process Will be 
Restored 

MS2304125196 Dublin THE IRISH TIMES on FE neiich 
22 Apr 9% p?7 

[Report by Gerry Moriarty: “SF President Predicts The 
Restoration of Peace Process | 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) Belfast — Mr Gerry Adams 
has predicted that the peace process will be restored 
but has provided no inkling of when the IRA mighr 
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reinstate its ceasefire. He also indicated that Sinn Fein 
would contest the May 30th election. 


The Sinn Fein president said that, while it was for the 
IRA to make its own judgment on whether to call a 
ceasefire, he was convinced the peace process would be 
restored. 


“I want to see the cessation restored. I want to see 
all armed actions ended,” he said. “My firm conviction 
is that we will bring about a restoration of the peace 
process. But it isn’t just down to Sinn Fein, it isn't just 
down to me, everybody has a job and role to play in 
this.” 


In weekend interviews with RT!12 and BBC RADIO 
ULSTER he again called on the SDLP [Social Demo- 
cratic Labour Party] to join Sia Fein in boycotting the 
election. Mr Adams, however, said that if the SDLP did 
not join the boycott Sinn Fein would contest the clec- 
uon. 


UNITED KINGDOM 13 


Mr Adams said the British government must give clear 
and unambiguous assurances that the talks would be 
real and meaningful. The Dublin Government needed to 
restore confidence in its handling of the peace process 


The internauional community, particularly the US, must 
be involved, and there must be an understanding that 
unionists would also engage meaningfully in the nc- 
gouations. Irrespective of whether the IRA restored its 
ceasefire, Mr Adams said, Sinn Fein would be at the 
all-party negotiations on June 10th. 


Meanwhile Mr Billy Hutchinson, spokesman for the 
Progressive Unionist Party (PUP) said his understanding 
was that the loyalist paramilitary ceasefire was still in 


place. 
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Ireland: Bruton Defends Peace Process Policy 


LD2104171996 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1700 GMT 21 Apr % 


[By Chris Parkin] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) Insh Prime Minister John 
Bruton responded angrily tomght to criticism of his 
government's Northern Ireland peace process policies 
by opposition leader Bere Ahern. 


Mr Bruton — in potenually the most senous 
goverament- opposition clash on Ulster in Dublin 
since the start of the peace process — said Mr Ahern 
had displayed “very poor judgment” in his comments 
al a ceremony staged by his Fianna Fail party to mark 
the 80th anniversary of Dublin's Easter Rising against 
British ruie in Ireland. 


Mr Ahern had said Mr Bruton and his government were 
“not up to the task of preserving the peace’. And he 
accused him of sending out signals that he was not 
interested in having responsibility for maintaining the 
democratic Irish nationalist consensus he had inherited 
from Fianna Fail predecessor Albert Reynolds. 


He also clamed that when the 17-month ceasefire broke 
down in February, Dublin had “shown a lack of political 
courage and reureated with unseemly haste to a position 
of political correctness. And he criticised Mr Bruton 
for cutung off contact with the Sinn Fein leadership 
after the ceasefire’s end without secking a4 personal 
explanation.” 


But the Irish premuer later hit back, declaring: “All 
responsible leaders should do all in their power to 
ensure that this opportunity for peace ts not squindered 
by short-erm appeals to the worst partisan political 
settiements. Mr Ahern showed very poor judgment in 
making a speech like this today, when balance and 
generosity is what we need in all comment on Northern 
Ireland. Short-term party politics must not get in the 


way of peace - 


Mr Bruton sand that for the first time ever, there was 
now a fixed date for all-party negotiations on the future 
of Northern Ireland. 


He added: “The IRA have a simple decision to make 
— they should end thew campaign. They should not be 
provided with claborate histoncal excuses of misguided 
alitis. This moment of opportunity 1s too great and too 
urgent. The IRA should take President Clinton's advice, 
and declare a renewed ceasefire.” 
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Ireland: Bruton on Upcoming Ulster Talks Issue 
1.D2304191295 Dublin RTE Radio One Network 
in English 1600 GMT 23 Apr 9 


[Quotation marks denote recorded passages] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Fianna Fail rhetoric at the 
weekend, which appeared as if 1 might sound the death 
knell of bipartusanship on Northern Ireland, was not very 
much in evidence in the Dail at Taowseach’s [pnme 
minister] quesuon ume this afternoon. It seems the 
Fianna Fail source who said the joint approach sull held 
good was accurately reflecting leadership feclings. But 
there were hints of the clear differences in emphasis 
between Fianna Fail and the government parties on the 
subject of the resumpuon of the forum for peace and 
reconciliation, for example, and the parucipation of Sinn 
Fein in that forum. 


The Fianna Fa’! leader, Mr. Ahern, pointed out that the 
party was being invited to participate in the Northern 
forum post-clections but could not be involved in the 
Dublin Castle body which had provided the template for 
the Northern forum. This was the Taoiseach’s response 


(John Bruton] “My predecessor was very clear in 
his decision not to establish a forum for peace and 
reconciliation involving Sinn Fein until a complete 
cessation of IRA violence was in place. That was 
the basis upon which the forum was set up by my 
predecessor and with my agreement at that time as 
leader of the opposition. The terms of reference of 
the forum, which may not be changed without the 
agreement of all participants, are absolutely clear, that 
differences should not be resolved by the methods 
used at Canary Wharf, that there ought to be therefore 
a complete cessation of IRA violence. And I think 
it's very important that we should be very clear in 
this House upon this matter. There is no halfway 
house between peace and violence. There is no halfway 
house between democracy and coercion, and it 1s very 
important, in my view, that the message going from 
this House should be a simple one: we want you in 
the forum, we want you in the talks, please restore the 
ceasefire. 

[Announcer] The Progressive Democrat [PD] leader. 
Mary Harney, asked the Taorscach if all three govern. 
ment parties [Fine Gael, Labour, and Democratic Left] 
would he represented at the forthcoming all-party nego- 
tations commencing on 10 June. 


[Bruton] “As I've said, decisions have not been taken 
on that matter, and the government operates collectively 
in regard to this policy arca. But tt would be my 
cxpectation that on the basis of the contributions that 
members have been making that all of the parties in the 
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government would be represented, but no firm and final 
decision has been taken on thal yet.” 


[Announcer] The PD leader then asked the Taoiseach 
for a response to a demand by the DUP [Democratic 
Unionist Party] leader, lan Paisicy, that the proposed 
Northern Ireland forum should meet before the opening 
of all-party talks. 


[Bruton] “The position is thai the Brush government 
and the Irish government have agreed thal negotiations 
will start on 10 June. That's im a clear engagement 
between the government to which Dr Paisicy gives 
loyalty and this government. The two governments have 
agreed that the talks will start on 10 June, and they will. 


{Harney} “With respect, Ceann Comhairle [Dail 
speaker}, the Taoiseach didn't answer my question. 
Can I ask the Taoiseach, is it his view that the forum 
should meet in advance of those talks or not? 


{Bruton} “1 believe that the talks should star first.” 


Ireland: Bruton Ready To Talk Before Peace 
Forum Opens 

LD2304153196 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1509 GMT 23 Apr 96 


[By Chris Parkin) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Irish prime minister John 
Bruton today looked forward to all-party negotiations 
on Northern Ireland beginning before the first mecting 
of a forum being clected in the province next month. 


Mr“Bruton’s assertion - delivered in response io oppo- 
sition questions in the Dublin parliament - followed a 
clear signal on Monday by Ulster’s Democratic Union- 


IRELAND 1S 


ist Party leader the Rev lan Paisicy that he would not 
attend any all-party talks staged belore the opening ses- 
sion of the newly-clected forum. 


The Irish premicr declared: “The British and Insh 
governments have agreed that the talks will begin on 
June 10 - and they will. 


"1 beleve that the talks should stan first.” 


Mr Bruton - speaking after a weekend of sharp clashes 
with Fianna Fail opposition party leader Berue Ahern 
over his government's policy on the Northern Ireland 
peace process - also ruled out a return of Dublin Castie- 
based National Forum for Peace and Reconciliznes in 
advance of a restored IRA ceasefire. 


He said the forum remained in cxistence, but its 
mectings had been deferred in a move consistent with 
the basis on which it had been established. 


“It was set up when a complete cessation of violence 
was in place. Its terms of reference are clear that 
differences should not be resolved by the methods used 
at Canary Wharf. 


“There has, therefore, to be a complete cessation of IRA 
violence. It is important to be clear on that. There is no 
half- way house between democracy and coercion.” 


The Dublin premier said June's planned all-party ne- 
gotiations provided “an unnvalled opportunity for an 
historical political compromise. 


“All the key principles to ensure a successful outcome 
are in place.” 


And he said to the IRA's Sinn Fein allies: “For you to 
be at the all-party talks, | want the IRA to restore their 
ceasefire.” 
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Germany: Clinton Comments on Chechnya Seen as 
Supporting War 

AU2304133096 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 23 Apr 9% p i4 


[Commentary by “K.F.~: “Clinton as Helper for Elec- 
von”) 

(FBIS Translated Text] The war against the renegade 
Caucasus republic of Chechnya, which was declared 
terminated but continues with a large number of victims 
on both sides, is casting dark shadows on Yeltsin's 
chances to be confirmed in the office of Russian 
president. The clectoral assistance that the Western 
heads of state and government have granted him now 
and which was perhaps wrested from them at the 
Moscow nuclear summit comes in handy for Yeltsin. 
Once again, he can shout at the Russian voters: Look 
here, the West shares my opinion on the preservation of 
the motherland. What may have induced Clinton, whose 
presidential behavior was recently praised, to compare 
the campaign in the Caucasus with the American civil 
war in front of the television cameras’? According to 
Clinton's historical blackout, just as the southern states 
did not have the right to leave the American union, 
the striving for independence of Caucasian peoples 
is illegitimate and can — interpreted in the way of 
the warlords — consistently be combated with all 
means. Who would have scruples about several tens of 
thousands of killed civilians with such support for one’s 


asgumentauon” 


Germany: Kinkel Appeals to Greece, Turkey to 
Resolve Dispute 

LD2304180296 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 

1634 GMT 23 Apr % 


(FBIS Translated Text] Bonn (DDP/ADN) — German 
Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel has appealed to Greece 
and Turkey to resolve their dispute over an island in 


the near future. Kinkel said he will press for the customs 
union between Turkey and the European Union to be 
implemented as soon as possible. He said Greev+ should 
drop its opposition to the customs union’ nancial 


Protocol 


Kinkel again condemned the recent wave of violence 
in Germany by the banned Kurdistan Workers’ Party, 
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democratization and his country’s approach to the PKK 
intention, announced by Turkish Prime Minister Mesut 
Yilmaz, of lifting the state of emergency imposed in the 
Kurdish provinces in 1987 will be impiement4 in the 


AU2304141696 Frankfur/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 23 Apr 96 p 15 


[Report by “hmr”: “Henkel Calls For Speedy Decisions 
on Economic Policy”] 

[FBIS Translated Text) Hafnover, 22 April — In eco- 
nomic and social policy important decisions must be 


positive signals. However, it remains open how strong 
the revival of German exports will be during the second 
half of the year, since growth has also slowed down in 
the west European trading partner countries, which take 
in about two-thirds of the export. 























FBIS-WEL -96-080 
24 April 19% 


takes in 6 percent of German cxports, the castern reiorm 
countries a tut mote than 7 percent. Here there still 1s 
an cxtracrdinanly high potenual 


Henkel cxupressly prained the speech that President 
Roman Herzog gave at the opening of the fa and in 
which Herzog suggested a recxamination of the welfare 
State as well as of all sy sides. Herzog’s comments 
provide a guideline, Her kel sad. 


The BDI president pointed to the concept of his organ- 
ization, which includes proposais for how a total of 2 
millon additional pots can be created by the year 2000 
This includes returning the state quota to 45 percent, 
that 1s, to the lewel of 1989. As of 1997, the sacial in- 
surance contnibulons must be reduced Dy one percent- 
age pont cach year, down to 37 percent. In addition, 
Henkel called tor a radical reform of the tax rates, 10- 
cluding the recxamunation of all subsidies. As regards 
the second stage of nuruing-~<are insurance, Compensa- 
won for the burden on the employers must sull be found. 


Henkel harshly criticized above all the 1G Metall trade 
umon. The “alliance for jobs” has failed mm the metal in- 
dustry, which he mainly Dia‘ned on the trade umon. Out- 
side this industry there are rather interesting agreements. 
Henke! thinks that the reactnon by IG Metall to attempts 
by individual compames tc preserve jobs through com- 
pany agreements ts particularly unsatisfactory. With a 
view to the agreement schicwod in the Viessmann heat- 
ing equipment company, wh. has extended work time 
without paying higher salarws in order to prevent the 
construction of a subsidiary in the Czech Republic, and 
the resulting attacks by 1G Metal against the shop coun- 
ol, Henkel spoke of an “alliance for unemployment.” 
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Germany: Satellite Project Shelved Because of Costs 
AU2204131396 Hambure BILD AM SONNTAG 
in German 21 AprW pd 


[Report by “fwm": “Espionage Satclluc Agaimst Gangs 
of Smugglers of Peopic™ | 


[FBIS Translated Text! One of Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl's favorite prejcts ws bemg cut The planned 
Franco-German csponage satciiite (costs: about 2 hl- 
hon German marks) ss shelwed. Kiaus Rose (Chrn- 
uan Sactal Union), chairman of the Bundestag Defense 
Commuttec, told BILD AM SONNTAG: “Costs, perfor. 
mance, and the ume of potential use have not by ta 
heen sect down as regards the Franco-German csmonage 
sateline. Therefore, in umes of scarce resources, we had 
better use something that already custs with speck 
data for costs: The United States offers us participation 
im an csponage satciitte for about 600 millhon marks 


According to Rose, the U.S. satellite cow! already be 
used this year. The Christian Social Union politician told 
BILD AM SONNTAG: “Then, with the help of German 
ground stavons, we could get pictures and information 
day and night. This helps not only the Bundeswehr 
with its mission in Bosnia but also makes monitoring 
the borders, for instance. the ones with Poland. casicr 
Gangs of smugglers of people will then have no chance, 
not even at night, to reach the borders without being 
detected, because the satellite provides precise data day 
and night and in any whether, and even shows individual 


persons. This comprehensive monitonng of the border 
area could begin already this year J 
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France: Chirac Stresses “Objectivity” in Mideast 
Talks 


BRI404121096 Pars AFP om F -ench 
1126 GMT 24 Apr % 


[FBIS Translated Text] Paris. 24 Apr (AFP) — During 
the Council of Ministers mecting on Wednesday [24 
April]. Pressdemt Jacques Chirac stressed the “otyectiv- 
ity” and “determination” of France wih regad to ts 
Middle East initiative 


"We ae both nonpartisan and determined. the head of 
state sad, whose statements were reported hy Govern- 
ment Spokesman Alain Lamassoure. The foreign min- 
ister enjoys the support of the whole government and 
the president for his dedx ated and Couragcous mission 
which ams af restoring peace im the Middic East.” be 
added 


Mr. Chirac cxplaincd that the ofjective of French 
diplomacy ts ‘to festore peace on the Israchi-Lebanese 
border.” 


Bearing this in mund, he added. France has been 
proposing the implementation of a cease-fire as soon 
as possibdic, the return to a procedure simila to that 
provided for in the 1993 agreements and, later, a 
more durable accord which includes disarming troops, 
implementing UN Resolution 425 (on the withdrawal 
of the Israch troops from southern Lebanon), and 
deploying the Lebanese forces along the horder- 


“Should poliucal of technical reasons dictate ut,” the 
presadent said, “the Lebanese forces could be given 
the suppor of UN troops of troops from individual 
countries. France is ready to he snvolved in this” 


France: Foreign Ministry on Peace Initiative in 
Mideast 


BR2 906123996 (internet) French Monustry of Foreign 
Affairs WWW in French 22 Apr 


[Daily press briefing by Foreagn Ministry Spokesman 
Jacques Rummelhardi to unidentified journalists at the 


Foreign Ministry in Paris on 22 Apr 96) 
(FBIS Translated Excerpt) [passage omutted] 


[Rummethardi} As you know, Foreign Minister de 
Charette bad a working session yesterday evening in 
Tel Aviv with Messrs. Peres, Beilin, and Barag This 
morning. before leaving for Damascus, he had a very 
jong telephone conversation with US Secretary of 
State Christopher, which was positive. Both ministers 
observed that many of thew porns of wew were umilar 


They have agreed to mantan close collahoratos mm 
thes cilorts to achieve a cease-fire 


Mr. de Charette has arrived in Damascus. He has begun 
conversations with Primakov. and after this he will have 
contacts with the Synan authoriics. About his travel! 
schedule after this. | have no patcula information, 
other than that the objective remains the ccasc-firc, an 
objective whech 1s shared by everyone who ts trying to 
calm tensions im the region 


Journalist] Why was Mr. de Charette unable to mect 
Mr. Christopher in Darnascus this morning’ 


{Rummeth ardt} Un a pracvcal question of schedules 
Mr. Christopher had conversaons lined up with the 
Syrians. In addstion, Mr. de Charctic had planned to talk 
with Mr. Promakov, and for this reason them agendas did 
not allow them to see cach other this morning. | am not 
ruling out the possibility of one of more phone contacts 
between Mr. de Charette and Mr. Christopher later im 
the day. I do not exclude this, but | am not saying that 
there will be cxther, because the cooperation ts close and 
intense. It is very much possible 


[Journalist] Where does the Israch proposal for a ccase- 
fire stand’ 

[Rummelsadt}] What I can add mw that. for us, the 
otyective is the wummedisic cease-fire, pending more 
precise agreements which will cnabic us to consolidate 
the peace and to calm tensions in the region. One must 
hear in mind that we have an immediate honzon, which 
is the cycle of violence, the cycle of violence which 
is developing, which can pet worse, and which com 
overfiow. We must pul a stop to this, immediaicly A 
more distant horizon is for this region of the world to 
find peace once again within a contest of Cooperanon 
and justice, thanks to trade around the Moditerrancan 


How do we move from the immediate to the more 
distant honzon’? This will take time, this will require 


agreements, this will demand separate development help 
at cach of these steps, Pul nght now i is the cease-fire 


which counts 


Journalist] On what points does agreement cxist be- 
tween France and the United States” 


[Rummethardt) | am not aMe to go into details, but what 
is Certam is the desire to achieve the ccasc-fire 


ournalist] Can you confirm that some of Mr. Christo- 
pher's proposals were contained in the French plan’ 
[Rummethardt} | can nevher confirm of deny the US 
sextelury of state's proposals 

[Journalist] How do you explain the Israch criuciums of 
France's role’ 
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{Rummeihardi| | simply observe. and | do act explain. 
that Mr. de Charette was wery well received yesterday 
evening by the lsracli leaders and thal they stated 
afterwards that their . onversation with Mr. de Charctie 
was posiuve and useful. 


Journalist} How you explain the statements by Agncil: 
on the fact thal the Americans prefer to go it alone” 


{Rummethardt} This ts a feeling which Mrs. Agneil: has. 
and I do not interpret Mrs. Agaeili’s feclings. 


Journalist} But she is holding the presidency of the EU” 


{[Rummethardt} Yes, but this was her fecling, her 
impression. What I can come back to is the fact that 
the Israclis received Mr. de Charette and that they sand 
that it was a useful and positive discussion. 


{Journalist} She said that she thought that the Americans 
preferred to go it alone... 


{[Rummethardt) She sad what in her opinion the Amer- 
scans preferred. | would supplement this by saying that 
the Americans want a cease-fire. Whether then they 
want to go about this in one way of another, that is 
thew choiwe, but thew desire is to achieve a cease-fire, 
and we believe that we can play a useful role in achiev- 
ing this cease-fire. 


(Journalist) Does the agreement with the Americans also 
inchude the arrangements for a cease-fire’ 


[Rummethardi| | will sot go into the details of these 
agreements and non-agreements between the Americans 
and the French, but | insist on the intention, and the goal 
to be attained. 


{Journalist} The Lebanese foreign minister did not travel 
to Damascus yesterday. Do you consider Lebanon's 
absence to be normal’ 


[Rummethardi}] it is not for me to comment on the 
absence of the Lebanese .o Syria. But what | see is that 
Mr. de Charette went to Lebanon twice and in particular 
yesterday evening. when he spoke with the head of state. 
the presiden’ of the government and the president of the 
National Assembly. Hence, for France, Lebanon is very 
much there. 


On the other hand, in the conflict, the discussion, and the 
steps we have taken. if is pot a question of determining 
who has done what, with whom responsibility les What 
we are cut to do is to pul a stop to the cycle of violence 
You know that we have a dowhle concern: The cycle 
of violence has to stop because it is important that the 
safety of Israch’s citizens should not be threatened and 
it ts equally important that Lebanon's independence and 
sovereignty he respe. od 
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Journalist} France 1s calling only for 2 cease-fire, whalst 
isracl would like this to be accompanied by gus anices 
for the safety of its troops im southern Lebanon. What 
do you think about this’ 


[Rummethardt) This concern 1s fully understandatic, but 
it seems to us thal onc thing 1s urgent. This 1s the ccasc- 
fire, preventing the cycle of violence from pong deeper, 
extending. gathering pace and going out of conuol 


Journalist] Do the present discussioms concern the 
cease-fire of also the cootinuation of the peace process ” 


{Rummethardt) Of course, everything comes up im the 
discussion. The long-term obective is of course the 
peace process, bul nght now ut us the cease-fire. What 
we wan’ to achieve nght now 1s the cease-fire. In saying 
this I do not want to say that we we not looking for 
a permanent, long-icrm peace in the Middic East. Far 
from it, 1 ts Our objective, bul the urgent tsk which Mr 
de Charette is pursuing, to which he is devoted, and for 
which he has been absent for more than a week om the 
region, 1s the cease-fire 


[Journalist] Do Mr. Peres’ criucroms about France's role 
appear to you to have been forgotien because Mr. dc 
Charette was well received in Tel Aviv’ 


[Rummethardt} | believe that the Israclis ate aware of 
the fnendship and of the links which cxmt hetwoen 
France and Israci, and of the sincerity of our wish 
for an agreement which will permit the security of 
isracl’s citizens, and that, thirdly, we can play a 
useful role in achieving this cease-fire which, from an 
istrach viewpoint, would have the primary advantage of 
ensuring the security of cruzens living in northern Israc! 


Journalist) Will the Americans accept France playing a 
role” 


{Rummethardt) You should ask the Americans 


[Journalist] Will other Arab countries be involved in 
putting together the cease-fire’ 


{Rummethardt} Once again, this affair is not a question 
of vanity, of ownership, whether this is this country’« 
of another country’s peace. What is important to ws 
that there be a cease- fire. And we believe that we can 
play a useful role in bringing about a ccase-fire 


Journalist} With whom’? With Egypt’ With Sods 
Arama’ 


[Rummethardt| The words ave yours There ae constant 
contacts with the countnes in the region to see how to 
achieve this cease- fire We have embassies and these 
counties have emhaswes 
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Vournalist} Are these contacts taking place a ambas- 
sadonal ‘evel’ 


[Rummethardt} Yes, but there has also been contact 4 
ministerial level, during Mr. de Charetie’s tmp to Cairo, 


where there was a working mocung with the Egypuan. 
Saudi, Syrian, and Lebanese ministers. 


Vournalist} And do they conunue to suppor the Freach 
mitsative? 


{Rummethardt} Nothing permits me to dou this. 
Vournalist} Are the Arab countnes sot tumad in Coming 
forward” 


[Rummethardt|} That is your pudgment. 

Journalist] For France, is a sumple cease-fire enough’ 
(Rummethardt) Our objective nght now ts an immediate 
cease-fire, 


Journalist} Are the Iranians in favor of such a cease- 
fire’ 


[Rummethardt} We have noted positive attitudes from 
the Iranian sade. 


Journalist] Can you comment on the speech by the 
president of the Republic in which he said that the 


imternavonal asd effort for rebuilding the Lebanon ought 
to be comparable to that for former Yugoslavia? 


[Rummethardt} One very well understands that this is a 
natural part of the president's journey to the Republic 
of Lebanon. ht is important to work together with the 
Lebanese in the reconstruction of their Country. 


Journalist} Are you in favor of international coopera- 
von along these lines’ 


[Rummethardt} Yes. But the fact is that the cycle of 
violence which has taken place over the past 12 days 
is not something which promotes the reconstruction of 
Lebanon. It 1s for this reason that we are the proponents 
of an immediate cease-fire. 


Journalist] The aid for rebuilding clectric stations 
which have been destroyed at Beirut, is ut Preach of 
multilateral? 


(Rummethardt} ht is bilateral 


Vournalist] Who ts speaking of the Hizballah’? Who 1s 
representing the Hizhaliah’ How ts the Hizhallah a part 
of the discussions which are under way” 


[Rummethardt} All this is the subject of discussions 
which are right now under way. You are asking the 
night questions. we are trying to Come up with the nght 
answers 


of the 
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Journalist] For you, is the Hizhallah a !_chancee move- 
ment’ 


[Rummelhardt) i would appear that there ate Lehane 
Citizens in the movement called Hizhallah There wc 


Geputies in the Bewat parliament who clam to bclong 
to the Hizballah movement. 


Journalist} Will you be having direct contacts with the 
Hizhallah’ 


[Rummelhardi] Not as fa wo | am aware. Mr. de 
Charetic has met the Lebanese president, the bead of 


government, and the presadent of the National Asscm- 
bly. 


We we discussing with the represcniatives of the 
Lebanese Goverament.and of the state of Lebanon. We 


want to strengthen its independence and sovereignty 


Journalist} But is it possible to bring about a cease-fire 
without the Hizhallah” 


[Rummethardt] We believe that Lebanon's security us 
the responsitility of the Lebanese authorities 


France: Millon Asks NATO Allies ‘To Make 
Gesture’ 

BR2404092896 Paris AFP in French 

1517 GMT 23 Apr 9 


(FBIS Translated Text} Lille, 23 Apr (AFP) — Defense 
Minister Charies Millon today asked France's allics in 
NATO to make a gesture to facilitate the change in the 
structures of the Atlanuc alliance 


Al a news conference in Lille Mr. Millon sad “We 
would like our allies to make 4 gesture” This was in 
response to a question on the statement by Prench Chief 
of Staff General Jean-Philippe Dowin who had said on 
Brussels that Prance is prepared to participate in a new 
military structure” for NATO. 


The defense minister, who was visiting the headquar- 
ters of the 3d Army Corps, stressed that the Preach 
Government was secking “changes in the structures of 
the Atlantic alliance.” He said: “Prance has made a pes- 
ture,” and expressed the hope that the allics would take 
this into account and do likewise He reminded the con- 
ference that the forrign munisters of the alliance are to 
meet in Berlin at the heginning of June 


Mr. Millon did not mention the perspectives for aban- 
donning the integrated structure of the US. attitude to 
this. General Down, who was attending an ordinary 
meeting of NATO chiefs of staff for the first ime since 
1966, considered “the notion of an integrated military 
structure fo longer exists © 
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The munister Gevoted most of his interviews in Lille to 
the Armed Forces reforms in light of the scrapping of 
compulsory mulaary service and the reduction im the 
number of servicemen. He sad on this subject that 
“pobody will be obliged to leave the forces.” He added 
that the adoption of a voluntary form of navonal service 
should lead to “the development of formulas for navonal 


recognition. 


France Wants Overhauied NATO With ‘European 
identity’ 


BRI404094206 Paris AFP in French 
1749 GMT 23 Apr % 


[Arucle by Prerre-Mane Giraud) 


(FBIS Translated Text) Pars, 23 Apr (AFP) — Recog- 
nition of a “European pilla” within NATO's updated 
mulitary structure remains the preliminary condivon for 
Prance’s return to this structure which General de Gaulle 
left, slamming the door behind him, ™) years ago. 


This position was once again sect out on Tuesday [23 
April] i» Brussels by General Jean-Philippe Douin, the 
chief of staff of the Preach Armed Forces, who gave 
assurances that France is ready to take part in “a new 
NATO military structure”. 


“We shall t< working more and more with the Alliance . 
in order to show “a European visibility.” But, General 
Dowin warned, Gus sew structure will have to be 
adapted to the new missions of the post-cold war pernad, 
otherwise France will sot take part in it. 

General Douin, who for the first time since 1966 was 
fepresenting France al an ordinary mecting of NATO 
chiefs of staff, was acting “exactly om line” with Prance’s 
position, the Defense Ministry confirmed on Tuesday in 
Paris. 


responsitility which Europeans will be able to exercise 


Presidemt Jacques Chirac in Paris at the end of March 
Al that ome Mr. Solana had affirmed that NATO) would 


be developing. prior to its ministerial meetung in Bertin 
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in carly Junc, the broad outlines of a European dcfcase 
component within its orgamizavon, as France desired 


The whole problem of the Berlin mecting will consist, 
therefore, in proposing an cvolution of the miltay 
structure, which is currently totally dominated by the 
Americans, as is testified by the fact thal the Supreme 
Allied Commander Europe (SACEUR) is American 
General George Joulwan. 


This change could take the form of a re-halancing of 
power in favor of the Europeans. In this way the deputy 
SACEUR — a somewhat hononfic post currently beld 
by a Briton — could be given operational responsitility 
in a NATO operation in Europe. This would be onc 
way of marking this “European identity” in the chain of 
command. 


The development of the integrated milstay structure 
could also take the form of the development of a 
Combined Jomt Task Force (CITF), enabling Europeans 
to undertake operations without American troops, but 
with the military resources (wansport and intelligence) 
of the Adlantic organization. 


The Berlin meeting will also offer an opportunity for the 
16 foreign ministers of the NATO countries to reflect 
on modernizing the Alliance, which was born in 1949 
out of the need to face up to the Soviet Diock, which 


has now disappeared. 


France: Uzhek President Says ‘Not Allergic to 
NATO" 


BR2404093596 Paris AFP in French e 
1452 GMT 23 Apr 9% 


[PBIS Translated Text] Paris, 23 Apr AFP) - Ushek 
Presidemt Islarn Karimov said on Tuesday [23 April) 
he hoped that “Boris Yeltsin will win the clections in 
Russia, as 4 Communist victory would be a tragedy for 
Umbebustan~ 


“lt is not that I particularly like Yeltsin but there is no 
one cise to face up to the Communists,” Mr. Karimov 
told some 150 French business leaders at the Paris 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry. 


In bis View, “the Communist candidate's declarations 
about a multi-sectoral economy are no more than words 
The orthodox will return to the helm in Russia” 


“We want relations with Russia on a basis of equality, 
we do not want to Hecome a military base of Moscow 
and we want to protect our frontiers ourselves. We want 
to hecome part of the international economy. we want 
to be independent from Russia and not play the power 
Mock game ~ 














2 FRANCE 


"We we oat a all <rzpex Ww NATO. Mi Karimov. 
who is op @ official wisest to France. weat on. 


they we lookimg for the ‘beacvoicnt restorspon’ of 

the former Soviet Union.” he added. “1 know wha 

& totaltanan sysiem us. | know ut from the inside 
first 





FRIS-WEL-96-080 
24 April 1996 


During bus stay, the Uziek prewdcnt was schoduied to 
sige a sumber of tulatcral Coopermion agrecmacals, to 
mauguraic an Uzieiostan week is Pans. and to rave! to 
Lyon on Wednesday [24 April] before returmng to tes 
country. 


France: ledia Concerned About Mirage Sale to 
Pakistan 


BK240410129%5 Detu All india Radw Networt 
in English 0830 GMT 24 Apr % 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} India says the proposed sale of 
Mirage fighter bombers to Pakisian by France will pose 
a serious threal to regional security. The Indian amhas- 
sador to France, Mr. Ranpt Sethu. told scwspersom m 
Paris yesterday that India has told the French Govern. 
ment that ut has to comsder the cffect of the sale on 
the strategic situation and regional balance. The French 
Goverament last year approved talks between Pakistan 
and the Dassault Company on the sale of Mirage-2000) 
which sparked immediate concern in India. India has 


already conveyed its grave Concern over the sale, whach 
will escalate the arms race in the region 
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Italy: Olive Tree Briefs Journalists on Political 
Situation 


LD2 3046175896 Rome RA! Radio Uno 
om hhahan 1700 GMT 23 Apr % 


[Passage withing qguctanon mats recorded) 


([PBIS Transiacd Text] Remano Prodkh and Walter 
Velwom have made thew first pubic appearance wace 
thew clechon victory. addressing the foreign press in 
Rome. Ia fom of a lage sumber of journalists, the 
two icaders tackled many quesvons, mchuding foreign. 
cconomic, and domesta politcal affairs. Francesco 
Cwazzo reports 


[Cuozz0] The foreign correspondents were very curnous 
about how much weight Communist Refoundavon will 
have in a future Prod: goverament. Walter Vehrom c1- 
planed that the new goverament will he sclf-sufhicent 
om the Senate, and that as fa as the Chamber of Deputies 
18 Concerned, Berunott: has promised to Dring it into he- 
mung. After which 


[Veltrom) “We have a compass which we will follow 
with complete faith, and that is the Olive Tree's pro- 
gram. li is to he expected that Communmt Refounda- 
ton will agree with part of the program. There may be 
support from other sources for the other parts” 


[Cuozz0} Another question What answer do you think 


you can give to the north’s unhappiness. as represented 
by the Northern League’ Prodi believes that a federal 


system alone ts not cnough 


[Prodi] “The answer is not so much federaliem as good 


govtrament. That is the only answo thal can prevent 
thes unhappiness developing into secesssomism._~ 


Neteort 
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[Cuozzo} The questions kept comung fasicr and faster 
Prod sad that in ighung uncmployment im the south, 
they will make major use of European funds. and om the 
welfare state, one of the bot queshons of the clechon 


campaign. he sad 


[Prodi] “in any case, spending will not mcrease im real 
terms. 


[Cuozzo} The center-left icaders take a povitive wee 
of Lamberto Dini's work im atiemg<ing to remfiace the 
center by courung the Christian Democrat Center and 
Christan Democrat Union 


[Pradi] “The broader our coalsion 1s, the hotter. kt means 
thal we Can attract people. Before these clections nobody 
believed thzi to be truc.” 


[Cuozzo] Veltroni agrees, too, because he canpot sce 
anyone abandoning the Olive Tree. Rather, he has two 
assurances to give regarding the acw government 


[Veltrom] “Between the moment when a mandate us 
given and the moment when the cabinet is presented 
to the president, little time will pass. And the principal 
consideration will be competence 


[Cuozzo} The last question to Prodi: What ministry 
might Dini get’ 


[Pradi} “1 believe that Deni is in a position to be able to 
choose. it is up to him whether he chooses the Foreign 
Ministry, the Treasury of some institutional role, but we 
will be discussing this with cach other 
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Portugal: Sampaio Opposes Referendum ca by Sampaio dunng the presidenual campaign — told 
Regionslization EXPRESSO yesterday thai Jorge Sampaio stil! supports 


BR2404121396 Lisbon EXPRESSO in Portuguese 
20 Apr 96 pp 1,24 


[Unattributed report: “Sampaio Does Not Want Refer- 
endum on Regionalization™} 


{[FBIS Translated Text} The president of the Republic is 
trying to cobble together the greatest possible consen- 
sus among the political parties on the regionalization 
process, while ensuring people that he has not changed 
his mind about positions he has taken recently. He sup- 

ports regionalization, but he does not agree with holding 
Sanaa aiiidin an On toe 


Last December, in the midst of the election campaign, 
Sampaio rejected the possibility of a national referen- 
dum, because “regionalization is covered in the Consti- 
tution.” Al the same ume, he advocated “taking a broad 
sounding of the population,” although he was not sure 
about how to go about it. 


After the confusion created a week ago by statements 
the president made on this issue, sources close to the 
president — when confronted with the statements made 


regionalization but does not suppor the referendum 
which the PSD [Social Democratic Party] and PP 
[Popular Party] are advocating. 


On the issue of the referendum provided for in the Con- 
Stitution, the same sources said that the president is in 
favor of “extending its scope,” but that, although he was 


a defender of participatory democracy he opposed hav- 
ing “representative democracy turned into a plebiscite.” 


They also stressed the fact that Jorge Sampaio has al- 
ready advocated a national referendum on the review of 
the EU Treaty. 


The president has already clearly said that he is in favor 
of a constitutional review. Last Thursday, dunng the 
“constitutional study days” at the Lisbon Law School, 
Sampaio said that “the Portuguese people want ihe 
review already begun to be completed, thus enshnning 
hotly debated reforms in the institutions.” He also added 
that there is hope that “the opening of the constrtutional 
review process will unblock the development of the 
political system.” 
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BR2304141096 Madrid ABC in Spanish 23 Apr 9 
p 3% 


(FBIS Translated Text} — At the 
of EU foreign ministers, Spain forced Greece to 

why it has decided to block funds ai the 
Mediterrancan Conference until its conflict with Turkey 
is resolved. This dispute is ing the 


of some 550 billion pesetas ] 
Moditerrancan’s southern rim. 
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Spain: DPRK Delegation Seeks ‘Rapprochement’ 
BR2304143896 Madrid ABC in Spanish 23 Apr 96 
p29 


[Report by Luis Aylion: “Delegation from North Korea 
Visited Spain in Search of Diplomatic and Commercial 
Rapprochemeat” } 

(FBIS Translated Text) A delegation from North Korea, 
led by Kim Chun Guk, director general for Europe, 
visited Spain a couple of weeks ago in a bid to achieve 
diplomatic and commercial rapprochement between the 
two countries, according to what ABC has learned 
from authoritative sources. The Communist regime in 
Pyongyang is the only one with which Spain, like 
most of our neighboring countries, does not maintain 
The North Korean delegation arrived in Madrid on 9 
April as part of a tour of European capitals, including 
Bonn, London, Italy [as published], and Paris. The aim 
of the tour was to strengthen its political, economic, 
and trade relations with those EU countnes with which 
it does not have diplomatic relations. North Korca 
is the only country in the world with which Spain 
does not have diplomatic relations. The North Korean 
representation in Spain is limited to a couple of people 
who officially look after the interests of their country at 
the Madrid-based World Tourism Organization. Other 
States, such as Israci, have in the past used this cover to 


keep a representative in Spain back when it was still not 
recognized by our country. At any ratc, Israel's level of 
f jon at the World Tourism Organization was 
much greater than North Korea's. 


The North Koreans are in the habit of making periodic 
trips to Europe, where they have already established 
diplomatic relations with certain Countries — primarily 
the Nordic countries — in an aliempt to gradually 
open up to the West. On this occasion the alin 
was led by Kim Chun Guk, the 
Foreign Ministry's director general for Europe, who was 

by director general for North 
America and the Pacific. unofficial visit coincided 
with the crisis involving the incursion of North Korean 
troops into the demilitarized zone along the border with 
South Korea. Consequently, Kim Chun Guk informed 
the 


Spaniards of his position on the di and of his 
desire to reach an agreement with the United States. 


The sources consulted by ABC said that the senior North 
Korean official did not ask the Spanish authorities to 
establish diplomatic relations, although he did capress 
his desire to build up smoother political and economic 
contacts. 
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million pesetas annually. This is mainiy due to 
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a country Communist structures are very strong 
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and Vietnam. 


hand in hand with political relations. They want a 
ish authority to visit North Korea, something which 
does not look like for the time being. The 
ume when relations with North Korea are normalized is 
sull a long way off. Moreover, the Norta Koreans are 
not secking a status like Taiwan's, which Spain does not 
recognize as a country, but which does have a highly 
active Economic and Cultural Office in Madrid that in 
practice operates like an embassy. 
On the other hand, relations with South Korea have been 


foreign minister will visit Spain before the king and 
queen's trip. 


Spain: People’s Party To Integrate Spain in New 
NATO 


BR2204131296 Madrid EL PAIS in Spanish 
22 Apr 9% pls 


[Report by Migue! Gonzalez: “People’s Party Deter- 
mined To Finalize Spain's Inclusion in New NATO 
Military Structure] 

[FBIS Translated Text) Madrid — The future People's 
Party government will complete the process begun by 
the PSOE [Spanish Socialist Workers Party] to include 
Spain in NATO's new military structure. So far this 
policy has taken the form of Spain's active participation 
— via the Military Committee — in designing the 
new integrated command structure. This is Dased on 
the tacit agreement that Spain will be par of that 
structure. People’s Party sources say, as did PSOE 
sources previously, that the 1986 referendum hindered 
Spain's inclusion in the military structure at that time, 
but not in the structure that is to emerge from the current 


reform process. 
The People’s Party election platform said that “out of the 


necessary compliance with the wishes expressed by the 
Spanish people. there will be no revision of the details 
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governing our inciusion in NATO.” The PSOE, which 
has already learned its lesson, preferred to omit any 
reference to the referendum from its platform. 


Spain's integration into NATO's new military structure, 
of which France will most likely also be a member, will 
only be opposed by United Left (1U]. CiU (Convergence 
and Union] and PNV [Basque Nationalist Party}, which 
are likely to be the People’s Party's partners, support it, 
while the PSOE — one of whose members is in charge 
of NATO — is in no position to oppose it. 


indeed, Spain's role in the new command structure will 
be one of the matters that Javier Solana will discuss 
with the new People’s Party government when he visits 
Madric in late May. Paradoxically, Spain is one of the 
few allied countries which Solana, in his capacity as 
secrelary general, has not yet visited, preferring to wail 
for the formation of the new government. 


Tomorrow, NATO's Military Committee is mecting 
in Brussels. The meeting will be attended by General 
Jose Rodrigo, the chief of staff of the Spanish Defense 
Ministry, to continue talks on the so-called long-term 
Study, setting out the new structure. 


The meeting of the Military Commitice is taking place 
two days before the king makes his first visit, on 
Thursday, to the headquarters of NATO and the WEU 
in Belgium. Although the tip has not been officially 
announced, for fear that the political situation could 
force him to postpone it, there are plans for the king to 
conclude a NATO seminar to which Russian Defense 
Minister Pavel Grachev has been invited. 


According to sources, the Military Commitice has a 
number of options on the table. Those options which 
garner less support will be eliminated. A simple touch- 
up of the current structure — as was done with the 
elimination of the allied command of the English 
Channel — has been ruled out, so the talks are focusing 
on the continuation of subregional commands. There are 
currently four such commands in the Mediterranean, one 
of which is in Gibraltar (Gibmed). 


Spain is arguing that the maintenance of a large num- 
ber of subregional commands encourages the nation- 
alization of defense, with virtually one command per 
country, and that it does not make sense to divide the 
Mediterranean, since the same thing would have to be 
done with the U.S. Sixth Fleet. 


Behind these arguments, however, lies Spain's historic 
claim to remove NATO's command in Gibraltar, some- 
thing which only seems possible if the other commands 
at the same Ievel are climinated. 
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Switzerland: Delamuraz Sees Country's Future in 
EU 


AU2304151496 Salzburg SALZBURGER 
NACHRICHTEN in German 23 Apr 9% p 3 
{Interview with Swiss President Jean-Pascal Delamuraz 
by Helmut Spudich; place and date not given: “EU Is 
Switzerland's Puture™] 

[FBIS Translated Text} [Spudich] If you see Austria's 
current problems with the EU, the budget consolidation 
with a view to Use monetary union, and the bad climate 


of public opinion, are you happy that Switzerland is not 
an EU member? 


[Delamuraz}] Certainly not. My country’s future lies 
im integration in Europe, more and more progressive 
integration in Europe, but with full respect for direct 
democracy, the decisions of the Swiss people. If we 
have lost a first stage because of the European Economic 
Area, we are now doing whal is possibile: bilateral 
negotiations with the EU in some ficids to eliminate 
some discriminalions against us. 


We are in the final stage of these bilaicral relations 
About five fields are absolutely okay, two probletss 
remain: freedom of movement for persons and freedom 
of overland waffic. Here we have made new suggestions, 
which will be examined by the EU at the ministerial 
level in May. 


However, the intention remains. We must design better 
and deeper integration of Switzerland because of our 
close economic but also cultural relations with the EU. 
A total of 80 percent of Swiss imports come from EU 
countries. If our economy is not to be discriminated, we 
must come to good agreements. However. the future is 
Switzerland's full membership in the EU. 


The question is whether we jusi want to apply the rules 
of the EU — I am not speaking of a dictate —- or do 
we want to have a share in decisionmaking, and this 
presupposes membership. Those who think that, in the 
long run — | am not speaking of 1996 or 1997 — one 
could organize the economic future without influence 
from the EU are greatly mistaken. 


The choice is quit clear. There are two possibilities: 
Either we are not in it and suffer under the EU or we 
are im it and share responsibility for these decisions. 
There is no other solution. 


[Spudich] ls Austria playing a special role in this con- 
nection for Switzerland, as a mediator in the negotia- 
tions with the EU? 


[Delamuraz) Yes. We are located in the same part of the 
continent, our common culture is on the same frequency. 
Aliso, we have always cooperated in economic and 
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cultural matters, and the role of a neighbor is even more 
vivid than the role of a more remote member. In this 
sense, Austria's example is of great importance 


[Spudich}] The EU has committed itself very clearly to 
the goal of a common foreign and security policy. Does 
EU membership also mean the end of neutrality? 


[Delamuraz] No. We are certainly not at the end of our 
studies in this field, but today the meaning of neutrality 
is basically in harmony with a potential EU membership. 
Switzerland's potential membership in NATO is not the 
issue today. We are studying this matter, one must at 
least be prepared. 


Neutrality is a reality that is deeply rooted in us. 
However, the practice of neutrality — not the neutrality 
law — is different today than it was at the ume of 
the Cold War. The answer to the question of Swiss 
membership in NATO's Partnership for Peace has 
not yet been given. We will answer this question by 
summer. 


[Spudich] In 1999 the first stage of the monctary union 
is to be implemented. Which effects will the Euro have 
on the role of the Swiss franc? Will the franc become 
some kind of “flight currency”? 


{[Delamuraz] The success of the monctary union is a 
blessing for the Swiss franc. A future failure of the 
monetary union, on the other hand, would create a 
difficult situation. 


Why a blessing? First, it is normal that a more profound 
cconomic umon also means something in regard to 
currency. Second, it 1s in Switzerland's interest that i 
is successful. Then there will not just be one trusted 
currency, like the Swiss franc, but at least two. 


The artificially high situation of the Swiss franc costs us 
billions in exports and tn tourism against the dollar zone 
or the Italian lira. The success of the monctary umion 
would mean letting this team off, casing the pressure on 
the franc. 


A failure, on the other hand, would mean either that the 
periods would become longer — this would not be very 
good but possible. However, if a failure means that the 
Criteria do not remain as high as they are, we would 
not have any trust in the future currency. This would 
put further pressure on the franc, and this would be a 
disaster. 


[Spudich} Does Switzerland currently fulfill the conver- 
gence criteria in line with the Maastricht Treaty’ 


[Delamuraz} Yes. This was not the case two years apo. 
when we had inflation rates of 6 percent. This was an 
excepuion 19 our history, these were very un-Swiss rates 
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2⸗ CYPRUS 


Cyprus: Defense Minister Views Regional Military 
Pacts 


NC2404081996 Nicosia O FILELEVTHEROS 
in Greek 24 Apr % p24 


[FBIS Translated Text) Defense Minister Konstandinos 
included in the 


im the region. He made this statement on the sideline of 
the celebrations on the day of Ayios Yeoryios, patron 
of the armed forces. These celebrations were held at a 
military camp in the Stavrovouni Monastery area. 


Al the same time, President Glavkos Kliridhis will to- 
day chair a mecting that will be attended by Finance 
Minister Khristodhoulos Khristodhoulou; Defense Min- 
ister Konstandinos [liadhis; Yeoryios Khatzianastasiou, 
Defense Ministry permaner' secretary; and Lieutenant 
General Nikolaos Vorvolakos, commander of the Na- 
uonal Guard. 

in answer to a question whether, after the Turkey-Israci 
pact, Cyprus would conclude agreements with other 
countries, Mr. Iliadhis said that planning is unified, and 
when Greece signs alliances in the broader area they 
also include Cyprus, which is a defense axis to confront 
a common threat. 


Asked to make it clear if, after the Turkey-Israel pact, 
Cyprus would conclude agreements with other countries 
as a counterbalance, Mr. Iliadhis said that every country 
forms alliances according to its own strategic interests. 
He added: What we are interested in is looking after 
our Own interests and secing what alliances we should 
we make that would enabic us to overcome the existing 
difficulues and threats. 

Answering questions from correspondents, Mr. [liadhis 
said our homeland’s armed forces are graded year 
after year, and the quality of their training and morale 
improves; therefore the National Guard has a future 
to achieve its purpose, which is the liberation of our 
homeland. 


Al the meeting at the Presidential Palace today, Li. Gen. 
Vorvolakos will present Lt. Gen. Yeoryios Barmbounis, 
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the new deputy commander of the YEEF [National 
Guard General Staff}. to President. Kiindhus. Li. Gen 
Barmbounis will replace Lt. Gen. loannis Fouadhis 


Cyprus: Nicosia Wants To Amend Airport 
Agreement With UK 

NC2304132596 Nicosia CYPRUS NEWS AGENCY 
in English 1231 GMT 23 Apr 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Nicosia, Apr 23 (CNA) — 
The Cyprus government has an agreement with the 
British Bases on this East Modilerrancan straicgx 
island, allowing British mulitary aircraft to use the 


airports of the Cyprus Republic. 


Cyprus Government spokesman Ioannis Kasoulidhis 
revealed today that the government wants to amend thr 
agreement and let the Britons use only the airport of the 
southern town of Larnaca because of the mulitary works 
currently nderway near Paphos airport on the island's 
western Coast. 


Kasoulidhis told the press that the agreement with the 
British bases was reached in 1985S. Until 1987. the 
agreement provided for the use of Larnaca International 
Airport by British military aircraft. Since 1987. they 
have been using Paphos International Airport 


The agreement gives the British bases the mght & 
use the Cypriot airports for training purposes and tor 
alternative landings in cases of “nergency. 


Kasoulidhis added this agreement has no similarity 
whatsoever with the case of the Israch: aircraft which 
were granted permission on two occasions im 1995 to 


use Cyprus” sovereign air space and conduct mock touch 
downs and take offs. 


Asked if, in case of emergency, Cypriot airplanes can 
land at British bases airports, Kasoulidhis replied in the 
affirmative. 


Britain, the former colonial power in Cyprus, has 
retained two sovercign military bases on the island's 
southern coast, as well as other facilities, under the 19) 
Treaty of Establishment of the Cyprus Repubix 
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Turkey: Yilmaz Says Important lesues on What is This Sudden Fuss About? 
US.-Turkish Agenda 


TA2404064596 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1700 GMT 23 Apr 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) Prime Minister Mesut Yil- 
maz has received John Kornblum, U.S. assistant secre- 
tary of state, at the parliameat 


In a statement he issued prior to the meeting, Yilmaz 
pointed out that the joint agenda of the two countries 
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16 countries, National Defense Minister Sungurlu said: 
“Israel is no different from the other 15 states. This 
agreement was concluded by the previous government. 
We have studied it and found that it is not inimical 


exists regarding its stance toward us. We are wondering 
if it too is harboring some bad intenuons agains! us with 
its latest move. We have no such intentions against Iran 
and Syria. Let them come. We will work out something 
better with them. We have exhausted ourselves with 
overtures to Syria. 


Give Up Such Attempts 


“Syria refuses to give us water from the Asi [Orontes] 
River yet it has turned the water issue into a problem 
twoughout the Arab world. We are keeping our cool 
despite its including Hatay in its maps and constitution 
and every day vowing to get ii back, signing agreements 
with Greece, and support’, the PKK. It is making a 
mistake. We are <.sing: Come friend, give up these 
attempts, let us conclude an agreement that is better than 


Indicating that the Turkish public is suspicious of Iran, 


no sign of Iran being involved in this affair.” There is 
unease over Iran's choosing to level accusations against 
us instead of appreciating our effort and extending its 
hand to us by eagerly announcing that it too has no bad 
intentions against us. 


They Are Exaggerating Intentionally 


Sunagurlu continued: U would not be desirable if 
antagonism were to arise between us and Iran. as there 
has been no animosity between them for years now 





— — 








” TURKEY 


Vanous circles are blowing things out of proportion and 
ae chaggerating the agreement we have reached with 
Isracl. Why? Because these circles are scarching for 
ways to create a rift between Turkey and its neighbors. 
Who is blowing it out of proportion? Many hostile 
circles. We should not fall to this tick. We have been 
very vigilant since the time of Ozal. Iran and Iraq warred 
for cight years. Did we ever harm them? We have no 
quarrel with anyone. There is no problem arising from 
us. Thinking about the uproar, | wonder if their public 
too shares the views of these circles. Though we are not 
the source of the problem, the smoke is rising.” 


We Have Made a Promise 


National Defense Minister Oltan Sungurlu gave the 


following reply to the question on the Hammer Force: 
“There are divergent views on the Hammer Force. My 
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Hammer Force as it is. As such, we have no inicntion 
of taking it before parliament as tt 1” 


The Power Vacuum Will Not Be Eliminated 


“The power vacuum in northern Irag will not be 
eliminated with the removal of the Hammer Force. In 
which case we must discuss with our allics how to 
compensate for that vacuum. | can say nothing more. 
The rest we will discuss with the British, French, and 
Americans. We will come to an agreement if we find a 
solution. | hope we will reach an agreement.” 


Turkey: Paper Reports Increase in Foreign Debt 
NC2304203096 Istanbul ZAMAN in Turkish 
17 Apr 9 p6 


[From the “Economy” page by Kadir Dikhas: “Forcign 
Debts Total $73.3 Billion”) 


[FBIS Translated Text] Ankara—Turkey’s foreign des 
increased by 11.7 percent to total $73.278 billion in 
1995. The debts totaled $65.60! billion in 1994. 


The Undersecretariat of the Treasury has disclosed 
that the medium and long-term detts totaled $57,577 
billion and shori-term des totaled $15.701 bilhon. The 
medium and long-term debs totaled $54.29) billion and 
shori-erm debts totaled $11.310 billion in 1994. The 
medium and long-term dehts of the public sector totaled 
$49.958 biclion and the medium and long-term des of 
De private sector totaled $7.619 billion in the same year 
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